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COMMERUIAL FIRII CAT(’II OF (’ALIFORNIA

Under the present fishing laws the shad are well protected. They are
taken commercially, during a two and one-half month open season extend-

~ ing from M~n’ch 15th to June 1st, by drift gill ne~s ranging from 150 t,o

-

~
~~~

The vommereia] fishing (listriet is confined to Fish and (lame Dis-
- h’h’t 19~)

River to Rio Vista aml the San Joaquin River ~o (:(mvict Point on Venice
- ~ [shuul. The salmon net tishing fleet of aboui 225 gill nel heals and theie
- crews of one or two men, usually lwo, (h)es all the commercial shad
_ - fishing, The successful shad net is of 5~- to 6~-ineh mesh, 6~-iuch being

tt~e most efficient. This size will also catch salmon (ff smaller sizes than do
- the salmon uets. ~had are not taken in the ocean lo any extent except
- " - ’" im,identallv with nets that are being used for other
_ -o,( ~ha(l ~ake a fly readily in freshwater, aud in every.sh’eam in which

lhey slmwn there is a minor sport fishery In th~ Mokehmme River ~hey
- ~,~e (,~nght during the mm with hand dip nets made of (,hieken wive.
- ’ - ’t~ lh~eause the shad season comes at the time of the spring salmon run

m - ,- ~md be(,ause the same men fish for both species with different gear, it
- ~        ~ " _ ,~ believed lhat the tluctuatiolm in the catch reflect the relative abundauee
- ~ and the relative price of both species rather than the abundance of shad.
_ ~ ~ - ;++ In the trade, the male shad is designated as buck and the female as

~ ~ - ,~ roe shad. Because the roe or eggs are the most valuable part of the fish,
- roe shad bring the highest price to the fishermeu. Naturally in ibis ease

~ ~ - ~’ shad is the larger of the two and gills in a larger mesh net, lhe Iarger mesh
o _ ~,, allowing a good portion of the bu(.ks to pass through. The average weight

- ~ of the roe shad when taken in the bay and river is a little better tbau five
- ~ pounds. Buck shad average 3~ pounds in weighk

~ * A large part of the shad and shad roe is sold fresh locally. The rest
, of the eateb is marketed on the Athmtie coast except for those that are

-
~ ~,

eanne(l or euv(,d in brine. Mneh of fho roe is frozen during the season
_ - be ])ehl for future h)val (,ousuml)tion o)" for easter)) shipment. A fairly

large l)rOl)orli(m ix (.a)m(,d (,m.h y(,nr. M,st of the (’nnn(,d shad and shad
roe go to enstorn and for(,ign mavkeis.- Howard Mr~,lly

_ ~                   ]~eferen~m (~(~e page 210) : 20. 72, 1 l!~,

STRIPED BASS

- Ntril)(,d bass have prospered from the lira(, they were,
_ - into California waters and have not only furuishe(l this Stale with

importan~ food fish but also with a popular sport flsh. Transported from
- _ New Jersey, 137 striped bass, lfoccu.~ sa:ratilis, were introdneed into
- water~ of Carquinvz Strait in 1879. In 1882, another plant, w~m made

- about 300 fish.
_ The (~ommereia] fishery slatted in 188(I xvhen the fivr~ bass wen,

..... I I I ] brought to,markeL By I889 the ea~(,h was/~rge enough to be (,f inlpof
,~,~0~ ~o,,,,n o tance. In 1902 the striped bass wore second (,uly to salmon in the com-

mercial catch and were being shipped to eastern markets. The sport
fishery bo(~ome important about the same time.

This is probably one of the most remarkable t~ases of survival and
acclimatization of introduced species. The 137 three- to eight-inch bass
found thonmelves transplanted into an environment that offered t.hem
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boats, and 350 to 400 fishernieli. Th(, avcrag(’
)’cars, 1926-1935 inclusive, amounl(’d t~ ~,b~ut [~58,()i)0 p~umds, which at

~ ~ ~ ~ 11 cents per pound (the average pri[,c pai~l (lu~’ing this period) realized
$72,:~80 per year tt~ the fisherme~.- .-Ho~tyard McCully.

Referene(,n (see Imge 21~)) : 1 l!), 122.

CATFISH

Catfish were introduced into Califor~ia wafers from I’em~sylvania
in 1874, ~md ]at~" 1)lasts f~’(~m the Mi~sissii)pi ]~in s~q)ph,n~,~t~,d the
original stock. Tlmsc fish bav(~ lb~’ivcd i~ m~st of th(, ]~tl~[,s ~nd
where they have be~n pl~mto~l. They p~’ovi(l(~ spt)rt ]’~" tlmusa~ds of
~mglers, and s~q)port a~ iml)(~rtaNt (,<~mm(,~’(’i~] tish(q’y in
restricted areas. Excluding ana(lr~)mo~s fishes, catiisb’h,a([ ~1l oth(~r fresh
water species tal~en commercially in California both in amounts caught

...... v ~ _ v ~ v ~ v v e ~ v~.¢~ ~
Of the tw() sl)e~ies originally tr~usplanted, the fork-tail catfish.

F~GU2~ 20. Commercial fishery ended in 1935. See Table 42 lelalur~s caf~ls, Su])pI[cs ~]lC bull( ~)f ~[1o comml,l’cial slid sport catch.
This fish is als~ called chaunel catfish, bhm catfish or white (,atfish. Thean abun(lant ~ood sui)ply. This was shown by the extraordinary growth~quare-t~i] catfish, Amciurus ~ebul,~.~.¢, is more commr)n i~ lak(~s than inof two ]6-poun(l st~.il)ed bass caught in 1883 only four years ~fter the .rivers and streams. It in l~nown as the yellow catfish, bullhead, hornedfirst planting. The fish planted in 1879 had successfully reproducedpout or Sacramento catfish.before the second iutroductio~ ~vas made in 1882.

Since about 1920, the spotted catfisl~, lc~aluru.~ pu~ciat~.~, has beenShortly after their introduction they found their way to 5Iontereytaken by sportsmen in the Colorado River and a few spc~imens haveBay and to the streams, sloughs and estuaries entering it. They movedbeen reported fr()m the upper Sacramento River. This specie~ is a natix’enorthward i~to the Russian River and to several bays and lagoons just
of the Mississippi drainage.north of San Francisco. In the early 1900’s they ~ere planted in the

Legal restrictions prohibit c~mmercial caitishing i~ a larg(~ part ~fEel River and other streams of IIumboldt and Del Norte Counties. By
the State. Commercial fishermen keep out of some areas whi~h are h,gal1906 striped bass were being taken in the Columbia River. These fish have
because the fish are not sufficiently ab(m(la~t. As a result of theseextended their runs many miles up the ~acramento and San Joaquintypes of restri(~tion nmst catfish neiting is ,~on(]u,,ted in the ~a(’rament,,Riv(,~’n and their trih~t ari(,s ; they i~habit all sloughs and cuts throughoutRiver from the (:it.y of Sacramel~to to the river mouth, i]~ tim Sa}~the d,,lta ]’,,gio~, ~vhi(,h alone eonsiuts of ()ver 700 miles of waterways River below Steel(ton, and i~ ninny of the sloughs of the ~a¢~ramont,,-

l~vcstigatio~s ,)f the li~c hist,,r~, o[ the stripo,] bass on this coast,~an Joaqui~ delta.mad,. b5- the C;~]if(,~’ni,~ Division ,,f’ P’inh ~,nd (~,,m(,. lmve proven that
in r(~(,,~nt y,,a~’s th,~’,~ Ires h,,(,~ ~,,, (,~m~,,~’,,i,~l fishing f,,~" ,:atii~l,

wilhin the ~a~rliliiell{o lind ~llll ,J~aqllili Rivo~ Slid 1.hoi~ dolt~, {11o~
believed thai i’old wiit~,l" r~leli~cll fl’llill ~llli~lll ]J~nll ]lll~ Plll’~.<.~l ilm fi~libeing a well-(ie~ned foolling and spaWllinI milralio~ to a~d from these
to illliv() (](IWIl~lr(’lllll to I1[~I1~ ll’ll[~re nlllre !lllidoral.(, i(,IIIII(,I’IIIIII’I,Nlil’O~.
~’~iil. Tllo di~l)tioa:an~o of tim c~lfflsh f~om lhi~ llpstrolini al’(,ll liill.lee~ il

~liilrt~lliell liO~ eil.io7 taking tlii~ glllii~ fish ilm year ~l’Oll~ i~ S~ dif~cult iilit. (llll)" tO pro(lict lll(~ flllll~O Of the fisllorv, t)111 Ill il~l’~1 l’all<~is(fo ~a}" itlld tile st.l’(,lllll~ all(l siotlglis entering it. Although there
(,fleets o£ II~ iller~aso ill fishing effort.llcver has been a record l~el)l of the amount of striped bass taken by

Clear I~akc forlncl’]y supported a (~onimer~.ial hook and lira, fishol.yaliglcrs. ~ has been osfablfshed lhat the sport eatoh has long been muchfor catfish. IIowever, in 1931 a laxv was passed prohibifhig th(~ sllilJl)il~glarger than the commercial catch ever was.
of catfish out of the district in which Clear ],al~(, is ](ic~lt(,d. aud ihe

Fishing for siripcd bass was completely unrestricted for 11 yearnfisliery was virtually abandoned. In 194l legislation was adoptedariel, their ilitrodll~t.i~)li lmfil the San Franchisee Courtly Bo~lrd of Super-a~lishe(l all conlnior(,ial catfishing in the lake.visors enacted a minimum size limit, of eight, pounds in 1890. The first
lu the coliimel’clal fishing ~lreas protection is tiff(il’(le(l the (.atfish bystate law was a nlinim(lnl slz(, limit of thl>(,e pounds enacted in 1897. Since

a closed conin~[,r~,ial souses from hhly ]st tlirough Ailgilst :list. Thisthen the laws were made progressively harsher until the commercial
period iucludes the sliawliiug seasou. A lninilnllni size limit of scv(~nflshei.y was oll(h~(1 ill 19:15 slid llle sl)~)rtslnen in 194~ had a bag limit of
iucllcs dl’essed with ]lea~l off or nine inches iii the rollnd is providedfive flsh or 25 pounds and ~>ne flsb.
by law.

I>revions to 1931, wllon (’omnlerci~ll fislling for striped barn with nets          Fyk(~ llels are i)cr’nliti~,d but there is a limit fixed on tile siz~


